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April 27, 2021 
 
City of Oakland 
250 Frank Ogawa Plaza 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 

Re: Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Oakland Waterfront Ballpark 
District Project at Charles P. Howard Terminal  

 Case File Number ER 18-016 
 
Dear City of Oakland Planning Commission,  
 
 The following comments are submitted on behalf of the Harbor Trucking Association 
(“HTA”), in response to the February 26, 2021 Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) 
published by Oakland Athletics Investment Group, LLC relating to the Oakland Waterfront 
Ballpark District Project at Howard Terminal (the “Project”).  The HTA is a coalition of intermodal 
carriers servicing America’s West Coast Ports of Oakland, Los Angeles, Long Beach, Seattle and 
Tacoma.  
  
 As described in greater detail below, the DEIR fails to meet the requirements of the 
California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”), as it contains a grossly deficient analysis of the 
significant and harmful environmental impact that the proposed Project would have on the Port of 
Oakland and the surrounding communities. Among its many deficiencies, the DEIR fails to 
adequately analyze and address the significant environmental impact that the Project would have 
on Port operations, traffic congestion, parking, pollutant emissions, public safety, and public 
infrastructure.   
 
  The Port of Oakland is an international import, export and transportation hub, and an 
integral part of the global supply chain.  Port activity results in thousands of good paying jobs for 
the local community and the greater Bay Area.  Earlier this year, three of the largest cranes in 
North America were assembled at the Oakland International Container Terminal to aid in its 
operations. In March 2021, the Port reported an all-time high container volume of import and 
export cargo.1  Currently, the Port is thriving.    
 

Despite the Port’s vitality, the DEIR simply glosses over, and in part completely ignores 
the serious impact that would result from building a major league baseball stadium, 3,000 units of 
residential housing, a hotel, office space and other attractions inside a highly active port.  Simply 
put, the DEIR fails to provide a substantive evaluation of the impact that the Project would have 
on Port operations and how it would fundamentally change every aspect of the Port’s activities.  
As such, the DEIR fails to meet CEQA’s standards for review on its most basic level.   
 
 The DEIR’s dismissal of the consequences that would result from the loss of parking and 
increased traffic congestion is one example of the report’s failure to provide a comprehensive 

 
1 Source: https://www.portofoakland.com/press-releases/port-of-oakland-reports-record-cargo-surge-in-march/  
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analysis of the Project’s environmental impact.  Many small trucking companies and independent 
owner operators utilize the 1,224 parking stalls in Howard Terminal for daily and monthly parking.  
Based on data provided by the Port of Oakland, Howard Terminal recorded 336,492 gate 
transactions in 2018, which indicates the number of trucks accessing this site for parking in a given 
year.2  The availability of these parking stalls at Howard Terminal is critical to managing traffic in 
the Port and to minimizing trucks queuing at the terminals.3     
 

The Project would eliminate this much-needed parking and, as a result, traffic would 
significantly increase inside and outside the Port.  The loss of these stalls would also force trucks 
to travel longer distances to find alternative parking, including on city streets.  Yet, the DEIR fails 
to acknowledge the seriousness of this issue and offers no realistic solution to address it.  The 
DEIR loosely states: “With the development of the proposed Project, the existing tenants and users 
of Howard Terminal are assumed to move to other locations within the Seaport (including the 
Roundhouse parking adjacent to Howard Terminal), the City, or the region where their uses are 
permitted under applicable zoning and other regulations.”4 (Emphasis added).  This erroneous 
assumption illustrates the DEIR’s deficiency in analyzing the Project’s impact on the critical issues 
of traffic congestion, truck displacement, and Port operations as a whole.   
 

As another example of DEIR’s deficiency in addressing increased traffic, it admits that 
“VMT associated with the truck travel is likely to change, but the magnitude of the changes and 
whether VMT would increase or decrease is currently unknown by either the Project sponsor, the 
City, or the Port. Therefore, estimating the change to VMT would be specification and is therefore 
not conducted.”5  The DEIR’s complete dismissal of this matter highlights its inadequacy in 
providing the necessary information for decisionmakers to properly access the impact of the 
Project.  

 
The DEIR further fails to adequately address the domino effect that increased traffic and 

lack of truck parking inside the Port will have on the surrounding neighborhoods and local 
freeways. Consequently, it does not provide analysis on the environmental impact that this 
increased traffic would have on air quality in the local community, and beyond.  The DEIR also 
does not account for the impact that the Project and the increased traffic will have on public 
infrastructure, both in the short and the long term.  In these respects, the DEIR once again does not 
satisfy the CEQA requirements to provide a comprehensive analysis of these important topics.  
 

Another glaring omission of the DEIR is the lack of analysis of the serious threat to public 
safety that will inevitably arise if a baseball stadium, thousands of fans, residents and office 
workers interact in an active Port which has continual vehicle, rail and waterway traffic.  Sadly, it 
is a virtual certainty that such interaction will result in the death or serious injury of pedestrians 

 
2 DEIR Appendix, Table 131, p. 291 
3 Notably, the DEIR Appendix Table 131 shows the diesel particulate matter (DPM) from truck activity at the 
Howard Terminal in 2018 was approximately 12 pounds.  By contrast, the Project is projected to result in 
significantly higher DMP emissions.    
4 DEIR Chapter 3.17, p. 3-61. 
5 DEIR Chapter 4.15, p. 4.15-86. 
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and drivers.  The DEIR ignores this reality, perhaps because no amount of safety measures can 
truly account for the dangers associated with the Project.        

 
Lastly, the DEIR disregards the most logical alternative to the Project, which would be 

building a new stadium at the existing Coliseum site.  The Coliseum’s current location is already 
suited for such a project, with its existing infrastructure, public transportation options, acreage and 
parking availability.  The Coliseum site also does not come with the same level of environmental 
concerns, transportation and traffic issues, and safety problems associated with a waterfront 
project.  Despite this option, the DEIR fails to address it as a better alternative, contrary to CEQA 
guidelines. 

 
For the reasons described here, the DEIR does not adequately address and analyze the 

significant environmental impacts of the Howard Terminal Project.  The DEIR is particularly void 
of analysis about the Project’s impact on the Port’s operations, intermodal activity, the surrounding 
communities in Oakland, traffic congestion and the ensuing environmental consequences. As such, 
the DEIR does not meet the standards set forth in CEQA to provide the information necessary to 
fully assess the Project and its significant environmental impact.  

 
The Harbor Trucking Association respectfully requests that the City of Oakland revise the 

DEIR to address the issues outlined here, along with the multitude of concerns raised by the general 
public, and recirculate a revised DEIR for further public review and comment before taking any 
further action on the Project.   

 
 

Sincerely,  
 

 
Weston LaBar 
Chief Executive Officer 
Harbor Trucking Association  
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